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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

As I reflect on this past year as President of the Markham Lions Club, 

as being the only recycled president in the club’s seventy one year his-

tory, the question that is on my mind “Was it better the second time 

around? 

Now, this is a somewhat difficult question to answer as I take a look at 

the roster and see the changes from my first term as president and this 

year’s group. 

For many members when they join Lions, they’re in it for the long haul. One only needs 

to look around and see the likes of Tom Goldring who has been a Lion for better that 

fifty years. Lions Fred Sheehy and Don Way who have been members since 1968 and 

Karim Moosabhoy, Dave Galloway and Dave MacInnis who became members in the 

eighties.  Speaks volumes for the Club and for Lions as an organization that they have 

chosen to stick around for so long. 

I have often said that the Markham Club is a bit of anomaly in that it now survives 

and flourishes in an urban setting which often presents a challenge for service clubs 

attracting new members. As I went through the club roster last night, I found that 

while we have maintained a range of between fifty and sixty members since my first go 

round as president, we’ve had a 65 percent turnover in members. Around thirty five 

were not in the club when I was first president. So we must be doing something right to 

keep the numbers up. 

I think it’s because not only do we all share a desire to help others less fortunate than 

ourselves, but the comradery and friendships developed over the years that make Lions 

and in particular this club such satisfying reasons to be a member. For a lot of us who 

grew up in Markham and remember when it was a much smaller community, Mark-

ham Lions gives members that sense of community. It’s our home and if we can all do 

something to make it a better place and have some fun while we are doing, so be it. 

Now, I would like to thank all the members of the club for being part of my year. And of 

course the spouses who lent their support.  Everyone was great. Thanks to my commit-

tee chairs. Wonderful jobs. Thanks to my executive especially my treasurer, Lion Dick 

Peel who keeps immaculate books and my secretary, Lion Larry Tod, who always made 

sure we had all the paper work. And to my tail twister, Lion Jim Doak, who did an ab-

solutely awesome job and I will have one heck of an act to follow next year. Also to Lion 

John Bell our Lion Tamer who again tirelessly hauled the flags and paraphernalia to 

every meeting. Thank John.    
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IN THIS ISSUE 

EDITORIAL 

 

 

Lion Dave Galloway 
 

 

As this is the last editorial for 2014-2015 I have tried 

to think of something suitable -- hasn’t happened so 

far.  When I joined Lions I asked about the summer 

and was told we shut down in July and August 

(except for Director’s who meet once each month to 

pay bills and review progress of committees who 

have summer activity..)  Why shut down – because many of the mem-

bers are at the cottage or on vacation.  Still. There have been summer 

events when there was an acceptable return in a fundraiser, or a ser-

vice needed to be provided. 

Out of curiosity I looked in the International website to see what it 

says about frequency of meetings.  Apparently it is optional.  (having 

gone to past governor’s meetings which we thought were dinner meet-

ings and discovered they were not, you could say I learned this the 

hard way.   

DETERMINE FREQUENCY. How often do you want to meet? Some 

clubs meet once a week, while others meet once a month Determine 

the amount of time needed to plan, communicate and get your mem-

bers involved. Could on line collaboration or other channels of commu-

nication reduce the need for some face-to-face meetings? 

Personally I think we have it right. at two dinner meetings and one 

business meeting per month.  I am also of the opinion we should shut 

down for July and August except for the necessities of business – when 

the temperature gets over 80 degrees Fahrenheit and the humidity is 

high  I need to be in the water or the air conditioning.  When I was 

younger I preferred the water – now I prefer the air conditioning.  

Committee meetings where we sit on the patio with appropriate re-

freshment are of course to be encouraged.  And the summer is, of 

course, an ideal time for a golf fundraiser. 

I am also of the opinion that one needs a rest from things once a year 

or so.  They used to say one needed at least a week for a vacation to do 

any good. Or, preferably two weeks where the good part healthwise is 

the second week.  I suspect with air conditioning it has changed to 

lesser time.  You are now probably thinking that we do not need two 

months off.  However the governor, vice-governors, region chairs, and 

Zone chairs need time to get their work done.plus some time off. 

Let me leave you with this thought -- A perfect summer day is when 

the sun is shining, the breeze is blowing, the birds are singing, and the 

lawn mower is broken. 
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PRESENTATIONS 

Up-Coming Events:  

MLC Golf Tournament July 11, 2015 - Cherry Downs 

Guest Speaker 

On April 1, 2015 Kevin Meyer Vice Pres-

ident at Doane College in Crete Nebras-

ka was the guest speaker at the Regular 

Meeting of the Markham Lions Club. 

Kevin spoke about the generosity of the 

Lions Organization while in the small 

rural community where he grew up. 

Doane College is a privately financed 

College which has endured economic 

times since it began 143 years ago. Since 

that time  it has grown into a wonderful 

institution for education. It has four 

campuses in America  and their students 

comes from 30 different countries 

around the world. 

Kevin Meyer is seen in the photo on the 

left. Lion Dick Peel is on the right. 

 
The Environment 

In the Photo Guest Speaker, Tupper 

Wheatley who heads up the Milne 

Park Conservation Association. Tup-

per who is very passionate about the 

environment  made a presentation to 

the Markham Lions at their Regular 

Meeting on April 16, 2015. The Asso-

ciation’s goal is to preserved and re-

store Milne Conservation area and 

part of the Rouge Park to ensure 

that people and wildlife co-exist. 
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BITS & BYTES 

PART - ONE 

 

  

Presentation 

In the photo on the left Lion Larry Tod is thanking Phil 

Policelli a retired executive and a Rotarian, who was 

the guest speaker at the regular meeting on May 7, 

2015. Phil spoke about the cultural identity of the Hai-

da Indians. 

 

Congratulations Lion Ken! 

Lion Ken Drynan is seen here with all smiles at the regular 

meeting on Mat 7, after his surprise congratulations by the 

members of the Markham Lions Club for successfully contest-

ing his candidacy for Region Chair in District A16. 

Lion Ken has held many positions at Club level and Zone 

Chair as recent as 2014/2015 Zone 18 West. Lion Ken is very 

hard working who believes in Lionism and who has the enthu-

siasm and commitment to do a tremendous job as Region 

Chair. We all look forward to great things from him. 

VISITORS TO THE MARKHAM LIONS 

Members of the Richvale Lions Club sitting (top)  

Paul Tem Muk & Hugh Adams (President) & Lion 

Ken Drynan. (Bottom)  Durham Region Lions 

Club, Gina Heeger, Pres Les Heeger, Sec. & 

Kamal Rajani (Richvale Lions) all guests of Lion 

Ken Drynan at the regular meeting on May 7, 
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 BITS & BYTES 

PART - TWO 

 

Best Website 

On May 7, 2015 at the Regular Meeting of the 

Club, Lion President Mike Hiatt presented Lion 

Carolyn Stephenson with the award trophy for 

creating the best website for the Markham Lions 

Club in District A16 

100% Award 

On May 7, 2015 at the regular meeting Lion President 

Mike Hiatt on the right presented Lion Secretary Larry 

Tod (Left) with the 100% Secretary Award from District 

A16  

   

Well Done 

Dave! 

In the photo 

on the left 

Lion George 

McKelvey 

(right) made 

a presenta-

tion to Lion 

Dave Gallo-

way in appre-

ciation for  

coordinating 

and compil-

ing the fol-

wers sales for 

the Club. 

 

Above, Lions Lionel 

Clarke, Arron Badar 

and  Audrey Daga  

received their LCF 

Life Membership 

Certificates. 

On the right, Lion 

Scott Young is re-

ceiving his LCI 

award for 25 years 

of service as a Lion 
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INDUCTION OF DIRECTORS 

On June 18, 2015 at the Final Regular Meeting of 

the Markham Lions Club the new Executive and 

Directors ware inducted and introduced. Here Lion 

Mike Hiatt (Right) is handing over the Gavel to the 

Incoming President Lion Bryan Gray. Lion Mike 

wished him well for a very successful year. 

Out With the Old - In With the New 

In this photo Lion Bryan Gray during his acceptance 

speech he presented Outgoing President Lion Mike 

Hiatt with a used tire which read “Markham Lions 

Club - Lion Mike Hiatt - President 2003-2004      

Retreaded 2014-2015”. 

The presentation was all in good humour. 

In this photo are the new Executive and Directors of the Markham Lions Club for the Year 2015/2016 

who were inducted at the last Regular Meeting held on June 18, 2015. 

L - R: Lion Mike Hiatt, Outgoing President & Tail Twister; Lion Mark Carrington, Immediate Past Presi-

dent (Appointed); Lion Ken Moon, One year Director; Lion Larry Tod, Secretary; Lion Don Brodie, Two 

Year Director; Lion Bryan Gray, Incoming President; Lion Barry MacDonald, 1st Vice President; Lion 

Carolyn Stephenson, 2nd Vice President; Lion Ken Drynan, Membership Director; Lion Dick Peel, Treas-

urer; Lion Carl Vanseader, One Year Director; Lion Bill Dewberry, Two Year Director; Lion John Bell, 

Lion Tamer. 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE  

A Welshman, an Englishman and an Irishman were 

being chased by Farmer Giles with a shotgun. After 

10 minutes of running they spotted a barn and ran 

inside.  

Once inside they each hid in an old sack against the 

barn wall. The farmer went into the barn but did not 

see where they went, he was about to turn back when 

he saw three suspicious looking sacks. He walked for-

ward and prodded the first sack with his gun. The 

Englishman inside said... ''Meow'.'  

"Just cats," he thought.  

He then prodded the second sack. The Welshman, 

hearing how the Englishman got off said... ''Woof'.'  

"Just dogs," he thought.  

As he walked towards the last sack, the Irishman 

worked out what he was going to say. As soon as the 

farmer prodded his sack he said... ''Potatoes!'' 

 

Satan appeared before a small town congregation. 

Everyone started screaming and running for the front 

church door, trampling each other in a frantic effort to 

get away. 

Soon everyone was gone except for an elderly gentle-

man who sat calmly. 

Satan walked up to him and said, "Don't you know 

who I am?" 

The man replied, "Yep, sure do." 

Satan asked, "Aren't you going to run?" 

"Nope, sure ain't," said the man. 

Satan asked, "Why aren't you afraid of me?" 

The man replied, "Been married to your sister for over 

48 years." 

 

After an elderly couple starts getting forgetful, they 

visit their doctor. Their doctor tells them that many 

people find it useful to write themselves little notes. 

When they get home, the wife says, "Dear, will you 

please go to the kitchen and get me a dish of ice 

cream? And maybe write that down so you won't for-

get?" 

"Nonsense," says the husband. "I can remember a 

dish of ice cream." 

"Well, I'd also like some strawberries and whipped 

cream on it," the wife replies. 

"My memory's not all that bad," says the husband. 

"No problem -- a dish of ice cream with strawberries 

and whipped cream. I don't need to write it down." 

He goes into the kitchen, and his wife hears pots and 

pans banging.  

The husband finally emerges from the kitchen and 

presents his wife with a plate of bacon and eggs. 

She looks at the plate and asks, "Hey, where's the 

toast I asked for?" 

 

One Sunday, a pastor asked his congregation to con-

sider giving a little extra in the offering plate. He said 

that whoever gave the most would be able to pick out 

three hymns. 

After the offering plates were passed, the pastor no-

ticed that someone had contributed a $100 bill. Ex-

tremely grateful, he wanted to personally thank the 

generous person before the whole congregation. 

A quiet, elderly widow shyly raised her hand. The 

pastor asked her to come to the front. Slowly she 

made her way to the pastor. He told her how wonder-

ful it was that she gave so much and asked her to pick 

out three hymns. 

Her eyes brightened as she pointed to the three hand-

somest men in the congregation: "I'll take him and 

him and him." 
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 THE ROVING EYE 

PART - ONE 

May 31 - Purina Dog Walk  

On May 31, 2015 the annual Purina 

Walk for Dog Guides was held at 

Grace Anglican Church Parking ar-

ea. Despite the rain showers all day 

18 dogs and their owners participat-

ed in the walk. John Webster, the 

Town Crier (in Red) and Ward 4 

Councillor Karen Rae (Red Boots)

were invited to start the Walk and 

assist with give-a-ways. Paying a 

surprise visit was Incoming A16 

District Governor Lion Susan Tate 

(in the navy blue coat) and her hus-

band Barry.  

On behalf of the Markham Lions 

Club I would like to convey many 

thanks to all our sponsors and the 

many businesses for their very gen-

erous donations, especially Pet Val-

ue whose donation has helped us 

made this year the most successful 

Walk ever. Total donations for the 

Club  is $10,669 to date. The final 

tally will be published in the near 

future. 

Many thanks also to Lion Don Way 

who donated the food and the many 

Lions who assisted with the Dog 

Walk. 

  

Fireworks Sales 

Members of the Markham Lions Club are back at it again selling Fire-

works for Canada Day, July 1 holiday. This event is one of our major 

fundraisers for the year to raise money to support the many program 

we serve in the Markham Community. 

I think these Lions in the photo are taking a breather after setting up 

the fireworks display. They don’t look too busy. 
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DISTRICT A16 - ZONE 18 WEST 

District A16 Lions Club Update to the Markham Lions Club 

 

Lion Ken Drynan - Zone Chairperson 

 

Thank you to all members of the Markham Lions Club for your support this past year, 

and especially for your endorsement as Region Chairperson for 2015/2016.  

 It was a great year, meeting new Lions, expanding my knowledge of the organisational structure that is Lions, 

and networking with Lions Clubs in Zone 18 West.  It was fun, challenging at times, and educational. Volunteer 

organisations are different at every level. What follows will focus on the perceived future opportunities in Zone 

18W. 

The Zone will continue to grow and make a substantial contribution to District A-16 in 2015-2016.  The follow-

ing are some ideas being implemented or discussed; 

 

1. Membership. We are proposing an Open House for all Clubs in both Zone 18W and Zone 18E, timing 

 is August/September 2015.  One Club has specifically requested membership growth, others may wish to 

 follow. 

 2. Leadership. Zone 18W provides substantial leadership within District A-16. 2nd VDG Tim Cheung is 

 an outstanding example. The Club Excellence Process will continue to expand. All Clubs are finalising 

 their management structures for 2015-2016, and will be encouraged to exercise fiscal responsibility 

 through the year. 

3. Fund raising.  Following District A-16 guidelines and reporting procedures, fund raising should be

 come a focal point in the Club Health Assessment Program. This is not a competition but will chal

 lenge Lions Clubs to quantify achievements.  

4. Service work. An estimated total number of Lions hours devoted to service activities is also on the list 

of rec ords to be maintained.  Service work is rewarding for all Clubs, and generally comes at a lower cost 

 base. 

5. LCI/District A-16 Support. The close relationship between District A-16 and Zone 18W will contin u e , 

 due in part to a continuity of participating Lions.  Opportunities exist for improved Club web sites. 

 Can LCI Webinars be better utilized? 

6. Support for Youth and Sports.  Look for Zone 18W to further promote Leo Clubs, youth and sports 

 programs.  There is a strong association with Air Cadets in this Zone, which may be enhanced by fur

 ther participations from the Clubs. 

7. Culture. A feature of Zone 18W is the cultural diversity of the Clubs, and you are invited to partici

 pate.  Did you check out the OYRHLC and the MMMLC hospitality suites at the recent District A-16 

 Convention? 

 

  Thank you for this experience and for the opportunity “to serve”. 
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LOOKING BACK 

LOOKING BACK 

There are many ways to develop the “Looking back” column for this bulletin.  As it will be published shortly after 

the last meeting of the year, I decided to look back and see what the last meeting was like about 25 or 30 years 

ago.  In the process I came upon the minute given below which is actually from the May 1, 1986 meeting.   I heard 

John speak two or three times and was always intrigued.  He never used notes but would ask his audience to give 

him a Markham name and he would comment on it – and comment on it he would. We used to kid that he could 

make it up if he wanted as none of us could prove him wrong.  

I was interested that one of his references here was to Nighswander.  My Grade 7 teacher was Grant Nighswan-

der from Markham. Grant was into sports and coached many Markham and Richmond Hill teams.  Deceased Lion 

Carman Lewis told me once that Grant had to coach a game east of here. There had been a lot of rain and he tried 

to get through water which had accumulated on a low part of HWY #7. Didn’t make it. I forget from where, but 

they got a tractor brought over and it pulled them through.  Off they went to the game.  

By the way, when I moved to Markham, one question I was asked several time was “Had I heard John Lunau 

talk?  

Minute from Thursday, May 1, 1986. 

Lion Jim Wicks introduced our speaker for the evening, Mr. John Lunau who is an old friend of the club and the 

Town Historian.  Mr. Lunau spoke on the family history of three members of the Markham Lions Club.  First he 

chose Lion Reub Meyer and detailed both sides of his family – Meyer and Hoover from the early 1700’s. Next he 

spoke about Lion Gord Penny and highlighted the Nighswander, Reesor and Penny sides of the family.   Lastly he 

related about the Middleton and Appleton families as connected to Lion Ernie Appleton and his twin brother 

Earl.  John Lunau concluded by giving a brief history of the Markham fair and the Markham Museum stating 

that the Museum grounds was originally a clergy reserve  and that the museum idea originated after a discussion 

between Lion Murray Henderson, Lion Bill Rutledge and himself.  Lion Bill Huston and Lion Jim Wicks are still 

active on the management Board of the Museum. Mr. Lunau was thanked by Lion Gord Penny who presented 

him with a suitable gift. 

59 Years Together - Happy Anniversary 

Lion Ken Tranter and his wife Jan is celebrating 

their 59th Wedding Anniversary this month. They 

were given a rousing round of applause from the 

membership and guests at the final regular meeting 

on June 18, 2015. Lion Ken and Jan celebrated their 

anniversary in part with a cruise on the St. Law-

rence River. 

On behalf of the Markham Lions Club we congratu-

late them on achieving 59 years of marital bliss and 

we wish them many more healthy and enjoyable 

years together. 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - TWO 

These photos shows the many Lions and their 

spouses who attended the May 1, 2015 who attend-

ed the Gala held jointly by the Thornhill Lions Club 

and the Markham Lions Club, the turn out was 

good and everyone had a great time. It was reported 

that the silent Auction did very well and it was re-

ported that the Club did very well from the event. I 

am sure you will recognized the many Lion and 

Spouses in the photos. 

Many thanks go out to Lion George McKelvey 

and his Committee for doing an outstanding 

job on this event. 

Thornhill Lions Gala 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - THREE 
 

On May 23, 2015 members of the Markham Lions Club are very busy cleaning up Mount Joy Pond area. They 

are showing off their trash. These Lions were ably assisted by other Lions and volunteers from Brother Andre 

High School.  Above are Lions Mike O’Rourke, Dave MacInnis and Ken Moon. 

The Environment 

On May 21, 2015 at their regular meeting, students from the Markham District High School robotics team 

led by their Teachers/Coaches made a presentation to the Markham Lions Club. The team was assembled to 

enter the First Robotic competition. The competition is an international competition that is held each year 

with a different theme and this year the theme was “Recycling Rush” Featuring a machine that could im-

prove the efficiency of garbage recycling process. The students demonstrated how the machine worked and it 

performed very well. The students and the robotic machine 5428 are shown in the photos above.  

 

 


